Introduction
The bidirectional scattering distribution function (BSDF) radiometrically characterizes the scatter of optical radiation from a surface as a function of the angular positions of the incident and scattered beams. By definition, it is the ratio of the scattered radiance to the incident irradiance: the unit is inverse steradian. The term bidirectional reflectance distribution function (BRDF) is used when specifically referring to reflected scatter. Likewise, bidirectional transmittance distribution function (BTDF) refers to scatter transmitted through a material.
The bidirectional characterization of elastic scatter from surfaces is a property that is required for the evaluation of elements contained within larger systems that need minimal or controlled scattered light. The need for this information is readily seen in applications such as ring laser gyroscopes and telescopes. This type of information is also requisite for characterization of materials intended for use in temperature control where thermal radiation must be modelled or in imaging applications where stray light must be suppressed. It may also be used to assist the acceptance/rejection process in optical manufacturing settings.
The present state of most of the facilities measuring this quantity needs to be upgraded to support new and more stringent requirements as well as recent strides in the production of high-quality optics.
There is a lack of uniformity throughout the community for physical standards which can ascertain the accuracy of BSDF measurements (paper 91). The NIST Bidirectional Scattering Metrology Project is currently developing an instrument which will later serve to develop standard reference materials as well as a standard measurement technique.
In conjunction with the development of this BSDF instrument, a large number of papers pertaining to the theory and measurement of bidirec-215 tional scattering from optical surfaces were collected and categorized. This collection includes papers that deal with various aspects of the BSDF, its measurement, interpretation, use, and implications.
Each paper is classified in one or more subject categories on the basis of its technical content. The subject categories are included just to serve as a key to the most salient characteristics of each paper cited. In the literature, there is a bibliography (paper 117) of papers published prior to 1975 that relate to scattering from surfaces. Building upon that bibliography, this bibliography includes papers related to BSDF published since that time to the present. Neither the category classification list nor the list of papers is complete. There were two selection criteria used to determine whether a paper should be included in this bibliography: the paper was used during certain phases of the NIST project development and/or it was regarded as relevant and important to the field. However, inclusion or omission from the list does not necessarily imply endorsement or reproval, respectively. This systematized bibliography is sufficiently extensive to be of significant help to workers in the field, and particularly to those just beginning to work in it. For further breadth of information, the reader is suggested to review the conference proceedings from the Society of Photo-Optical Instrumentation Engineers (SPIE) that focus on scattering from surfaces; some papers from each of these are cited here.
Categories
As an aid to identifying papers related to a certain field, each of the papers is listed under each category in which it has been classified. Due to the wide interdisciplinary nature of optical scattering metrology, some topics had to be grouped together so that the list would not become unmanageable. (In many instances, the title of the articles suggest the information covered.) The subject categories are coded and used as follows: 
Abs-Aberrations
The optical design of a system determines the aberrations that will be present -assuming accurate alignment-and their magnitudes. The calculation of these aberrations and their effect on the measurement of BSDF are addressed in the following papers: 3,96,102,159,160.
Expt-Experimental Data
These articles include experimental results in the form of tabulated data or graphs from a variety of different types of measurements. Some of these include data from actual BSDF scans on particular material samples while others give interpretive resuhs highlighting instrument capabilities. Still other papers give profilometry data that yield topographic information. The particular type of experimental data given within each paper should be obvious from the title of the paper: 4,5,7, 9,13,15 
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